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pressure to bear upon the Administration by a
motion in the House are even more limited than
his command over legislation. He has ihree
courses open, He can put down an amendment to
the Address, if he sees his way to suggest one
which raises an important question of general public
policy. He can ballot for the chance of putting
down a notice of motion on a Tuesday or "Wednesday,
in the period during which those evenings are not
required by the Government. And he can also, at
any afternoon sitting, after questions, and before
the Orders of the Day, rise to move the adjournment
of the House "for the purpose of discussing a
definite matter of urgent public importance."

If more than forty members rise in their places
to support him, he can bring forward his motion.
This is an ancient constitutional privilege which
has always been regarded as of substantial value,
since it enables any member, with the assistance of
a comparatively small minority, to have the conduct
of ministers debated. But it has been rendered
almost nugatory by the restrictions placed upon its
exercise. Formerly a motion for the adjournment,
for purposes of debate, might be made without
leave or conditions at any time before the Orders of
the Day were called on. Now such motions may
only be made by ministers of the Crown. Further,
a motion for the adjournment must (1) not revive
discussion on * matter which has been discussed in
the same session, and (2) it must not anticipate
a matter which has been already appointed for
consideration by the House, or with reference
to which notice of motion has been previously
given,